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Speaking The Truth In Love - Ephesians 4:15

Dependence on God Leadership

Bryan Nash
Elders: Todd Crayton

I don’t know about you, but | find myself becoming overly dependent on things which are Kevin Lowry
intended to help us navigate through life. For example, how well could | navigate if

suddenly all GPS devices were taken away? Probably not very well. Deacons: Cris Brown

Clayton Fowler

. . Brian Hasz
Another example: It used to be that | had quite a few phone numbers memorized. | don’t

memorize numbers anymore. They are all saved for me on my phone. In fact, just this
week, | was getting a number for someone and | pulled out my phone. The funny thing is
that | was giving them my own phone number! | know my own number, but I'm so used to

Evangelist: Todd Crayton

looking up numbers that | did it out of habit. I'm overly dependent on technology. Worship Times
Being overly dependent is not a new problem. In fact, the problem has existed for ages. Sunday

Throughout the Bible, we don’t necessarily see people who are overly dependent on 10 am Bible Class

technology. But we certainly see people who are overly dependent on themselves, their 11 am Worship Service

own understanding, and their distorted traditions. The wisdom of Proverbs speaks to the 3:00 PM - Prayer Meeting
problem. Consider Proverbs 3:5-7. “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean https://uso2.zoom.us/j/82253134
on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight 901

your paths. Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD, and turn away from evil.” Meeting ID: 822 5313 4901

Password: 541017
The dependence on one’s “own understanding” coupled with dependence on distorted

tradition led to the rejection of Jesus. But as Stephen points out in Acts 7:51-53, this Wednesday

wasn’'t a new problem. 7 PM -Bible Class at the
“You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the building and on Zoom
Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets did your fathers
not persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of
the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, you who
received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.”

3rd Saturday
10 AM - Ladies Bible Class on
Zoom and in person

In our spiritual lives, we too can become too dependent on ourselves. We read in

Ephesians 2:8, “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of Offering
yourselves, it is the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8). This verse says that it is “not of 6/07 - $3356.20
yourselves” that we have been saved. The ESV translates it as “this is not your own

o . . . 6/14 - $2788.45
doing.” Put simply, in order to be saved, | have to get over myself. | must realize that | am
not the one who took the initiative to send the Son into the world. | am not the one who 6/21 - $2335.45
died on the cross for all people. It is a gift from God. am not the giver of the gift. | am the 6/28 - $4017.45

recipient of the gift.

. L _ _ Budget: $3932.00
The recipient of a gift is one who feels that he or she should reciprocate. In the ancient
world, if someone gave something to you, then it was expected that you would respond in
some way. It's a way of showing that we appreciate our dependence on the other. In our
culture, we also have that basic principle. Even if you simply reciprocate with kind words,
such as “thank you,” the receiver is expected to respond in some way to the giver.

Upcoming Events

So, how will you respond to the gift of God sending His Son? Let’'s be humble enough to
realize our dependence on God. For it is in Him, and not in ourselves, that “we live and
move and have our being” (Acts 17:28).

7/5 -Prayer meeting today at 3 PM on
Zoom.




George Bernard wrote “The Old Rugged hal e |
Cross” in 1913, Its lyrics go like this:

as jewelry or place a cross in their yards or
blood so divine, at the graves of loved ones. Jesus told His

A wondrous beauty 1 see, disciples, “If anyone desires 1o come after

O a hill far away stood an old rugged i .
SRS B For “twas on that obd cross Jesus suffered Me, let him deny himself, and take up his

S cross, and follow Me" (Matthew 16:24),

Indisposable, Indivisible

and died,

The emblem of suff'ring and sha

1 lorve that old croas where

Dearest and Best

For a world of lost sinners was dain

So 'l cherlsh the old rugged cross,

Till my trophies at last [ lay d

1'will eling to the old rugged

exchange it someday for a crown,

Oh, that old rugged cross, so despised
by the waorld

Hasz a wond rous altraction for me;

For the dear Lamb of God left His glory

5o 'l cherish the old rugged cross,

Tall vy tec 5 at last [ lay ¢

1 'will eling to the old rugged cross,

Wl exchange it someday for a crown,

In 1867, United States Secretary of State
William H. Seward helped the U.S. pur
chase Alaska for just 7.2 million dollars.
With 365 million acres, that comes oul
1o just two cents per acre. Amazingly,
what seems like a great deal now was not
universally approved at the time. Many
people thought the land was unusable.
Critics of the deal named it “Seward'’s
Folly™ and thought that Seward made a
huge mistake

When gold was discovered in the
la in 1896, Al
he ensuing gol

northwest part of Can

became a gateway to
rush. In World War 11, Alaska became
an important military outpost. In appre-
ciation for its importance to the country,
Alaska became the United States’ 49th
state in 1959, Seward's “mistake” became
a great blessing to his country and one of

his best decisions.

To pardon and sanctify me.

So I'llck

Till my tre

h the old rugged cross,

hies at last [ lay down

¥
Lwill cling to the old rugged cross,

And exchange it som

For the old rugged cross | will ever be

true;

1ch gladh
Then He'll call me sormeday to vy
far away.

Where His glory forever Ull share.

S0 I'll cherish the old rugged cross,

Till my trophies at last [ lay down;
1 will cling to the old rugged cross,
1

And exchange it s

This song, like many others, has so

much meaning, People often wear a cross

In Philippians 3:5-8, Paul lists several
things that he had to give up when he
became a Christian. He was an impor-
tant leader in the Jewish religion with an
impre:

'e pedigree. In verse seven Paul

says, “What things were gain to me, these
I have counted loss for Christ.” Many of
Paul’s fellow Jews, family members, and
coworkers must have thought he was
making a mistake by giving those things
up for Jesus, They may have even laughed
when referring to “Paul’s folly.”
Philippians 3:8 says that Paul counted

those things as dung (rubbish) compared

o what he gained in Jesus, To Paul, his
“mistake” was the best decision he ever
made. One of the last things Paul wrote
was his hopeful promise that “there is
laid up for me the crown of righteous
ness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge,
Thankfully,

will give to me on that D

Y for a crown

ay for a crown

Consider five things that would not

1. There would be no church (Acts 20:28),
2. There would be no redemption

(Ephesians 1:7).

the Lord s Supper (Matthew 2
1 Corinthians 11:23-28).

sians 2:14),

mans x8-10)

Never lose sight of the cross, —rary Geff

“God so loved the world that He

gave His only begotten Son.”

JOHN 216

for us, Paul sa

. “not to me only but also
g
{2 Timothy 4:8). That can be you and me.

to all who b loved His appe

Is there

ything in your life that you
need to change in order to save your
soul—though others might call that
change a mistake?

If you leave sin or turn from your de
nomination, people you love may tell
you that you are making a mistake. Jesus
5 us th
the best "mistake” we ever make. Just like
God sent Ananias (Acts %10-12) and Ti
tus (2 Corinthians 7:6) to Paul, God will

t such a decision will be

send people to help
to make a “mistake” for Jesus, we are here

ou. If you are ready

to help you. —man wasin

“For ta me, to live is Christ,
and to die is gain.”

PHILIPPIANS 1:21

Ve |L;|l‘|\¢;nr|,| il i were nod for the cross,

3. There would be no observation of
. There would be no separation of the
Old Covenant from the New (Colos-

. There would be no salvation {(Ro-

Just for

We live in a disposable age. We have dis
posable bottles, plates, diapers, and many

other things. Consider marriage. When
problems and difficulties arise, we tend to
dispose of the marriage through easy di
vorce laws instead of w
the marria

king to improve

We see a different picture when we ex-
amine marriage from God's standpoint.
God's Word makes it clear that marriage
is an institution older than the church
and civil government. It has been blessed
since Eden with Gods approval. ALL
marriages must be understood in accor
dance with God’s Word to be successful.
Marriage is:

A Divine Institution: It was established
by God in Eden with Adam and Eve
(Genesis 2:018-24; Mark 10:6). Solomon
wrote, “He who finds a wife finds a good
thing, and obtains favor from the Lord™

=

A Permanent Covenant: It is nol a
trivial experiment to be ended lightly. It
is for “better or worse™ and “unto death
do us part.” God allows for divorce and
remartiage only in the case of sexual in
fidelity (adultery), and that right only be-
longs to the innocent partner (Matthew
19:9; Luke 16:18).

A Solemn Responsibility: It obligates
two people to faithfulness, lo
panionship. Paul state, “Wives,

. and com

submit to
your own husbands, as to the Lord™ and
ar

wives, just as Christ
Ephesians 5:

“Husbands, love yol

also loved the chure ).
As two people d before God and make

their vows, they

assume a most intimate
and solemn responsibility before Goad.

“What God has joined together,
let not man separate.”

MATTHEW 196

AI’ITIOI’ Of GOd Ephesians 6:10-20

ame the pleces of the whole armor of God

PEOEEEE

“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the
power of His might. Put on the whole armar of God, that
you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.
Forwe do not wrestle against flesh and bload, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this age, against spintual hosts of wickedness
in the heavenly places, Therefore take up the whole asmor
of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day,
and having done all, to stand” (Ephesians 6:10-13)

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit
of the Lord is, there is liberty.

2 Corinthians 3:17

e
Birthdays &
Anniversaries

Contact Us

~ MISSIONS]

Frisco church of Christ _ - e

Physical Address:
8648 Main St. | Frisco, TX 75033

7/1 - John Mark & Courtney Ferguson
7/2 - Kevin Lowry

7/6 - Jax Balzen

7/6 - Ashton Barger

7/7 - Clayton Fowler

7/8 - Esy Moore

7/8 - Aaron & Carolynn Davis
7/11 - Zach Lucio

7/13 - Caleb Barger

7/16 - Mitsie Lay

7/19 - Karen Board

7/22 - Susan Hasz

7/28 - Cris Brown

7/29 - Keith Richardson

7/30 - Jane Wilder

Megan Sharpshair (pending knee surgery)
Esy Moore (cancer/chemo)

Morgan Bady (new baby)

Patrick Hinson (recovering from surgery)
Todd Crayton (knee)

Lisa Watkins (chronic pain)

Betty Brown (kidney disease)

Megan Sharpshair (new Christian)
Brayan Tejada (new Christian)

Will Watkins (seizures)

Gene McCarty (Parkinson's/new meds)
Eddie Arnold (Parkinson’s)

Leola Robert (seizures)

Mailing Address:

P.0. Box 566 | Frisco, TX 75033 Josh & Divine Austin

(Phoenix, AZ)

Ititi & Mary Nimending
(Mbanga, Cameroon)
Cameroon Preaching School
Cameroon Prison Ministry
Wotutu Orphanage &

Preaching School

Website: www.friscochurchofchrist.com
Email: office@friscochurchofchrist.com

Phone: 972.335.2118

HAVE A BIBLE QUESTION?

Is there something you always wanted to
know about the Bible? Contact us to set
up a Bible Study, or find answers to Bible
questions.
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