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New Year’s Resolutions

With the coming of a new year, perhaps you’ve made some resolutions. It’s a good
time to resolve to do some things of a spiritual nature. As the man in the Parable of
the Unjust Steward said, “I am resolved…” (Lk. 16:4), let me suggest some things
we may resolve to do in 2023.

1) To Be a Christian
What better way to start off the new year than by being a New Testament Christian
as “… the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch” (Acts 11:26)? Men of
God in the first century tried to persuade folks “…to be a Chris-tian” (Acts 26:28).
Peter penned, “Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let
him glorify God on this behalf” (1 Pet. 4:16). Let this be the time that you become a
Christian by hearing, believing, and obeying the gospel.

2) To Return
There are sheep who have wandered away from the flock that need to come home.
James wrote about this, “Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one
convert him; Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of
his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins” (Jas. 5:1920). If this time finds you out of step with the Savior, we plead with you to now
return “… unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls” (1 Pet. 2:25).

3) To Be At Every Service
It’s a good time to attend every service of the Lord’s church. This is part of putting
first things first as Jesus taught, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness…” (Mt. 6:33). The Psalmist said, “I was glad when they said unto me,
Let us go into the house of the Lord” (Ps. 122:1). Make it your aim to have perfect
attendance this year and see how much you “…grow in grace, and in the knowledge
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ….” (2 Pet. 3:18).
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4) To Read the Bible Daily
It’s a good time to start a daily Bible reading schedule. Re-member the Bereans,
who “…searched the scriptures daily…” (Acts 17:11)? Daily Scripture searching
helps one to know (Jn. 8:32), to keep from being misled (Acts 20:30), and grow as a
child of God (1 Pet. 2:2).

OFFERING:

5) To Pray Always
How about worrying less and praying more in the new year? Paul declared, “Be
careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known unto God” (Phil. 4:6). The Lord spoke a parable to
this end, “…that men ought always to pray…” (Lk. 18:1). The Psalmist had a good
prayer habit — “Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray…” (Ps. 55:17).

Will you commit to joining our weekly prayer meeting on Sundays at 3 pm
via Zoom and praying for one another and our world?
Continues on Page 2

12/4 - $2925.99
12/11 - $4106.40
Budget: $3932

News & Events
1

Cold, flu and Covid season is
here. Please be considerate of
others and PLEASE stay home
if you're ill.
Prayer meeting today at 3 PM
on Zoom.

1/3 - Brenda Carlisle
1/5 - Aaron Davis
1/18 - Gene McCarty
1/21 - Alice Lang
1/22 - Edith Osborne
1/24 - Michael Rumph
1/25 - Noah Crayton
1/26 - Mickael Moore
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New Year’s Resolutions
6) To Win One to the Lord
Since “…he that winneth souls is wise” (Prov. 11:30), how about making it
your resolution to find one and win one to the Lord in 2015? Resolve to be an
Anna — speak of the Redeemer as she did (Lk. 2:36-38) — and to be an Andrew
— find one and bring him to Jesus as he did (Jn. 1:40-42). Think what it would
do to the church, if each of us would do that! The church would double by this
time next year!!

7) To Be Given to Hospitality
Christians in the first century were found “…breaking bread from house to
house…” (Acts 2:46). How about opening up your home for such occasions in
2015? We find a way to do what we want to do, right? Peter penned, “Use
hospitality one to another without grudging” (1 Pet. 4:9). Romans 12:13 says,
“… given to hospitality.” May this describe each family here.

8) To Go to Heaven
Let’s make it our spiritual resolution to live in such a way as to go to Heaven.
This requires keeping the Lord’s commandments as John said, “Blessed are
they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life,
and may enter in through the gates into the city” (Rev. 22:14). Let’s be firmly
determined to do the will of the Lord this year!

John Isaac Edwards

Cris Brown will have heart surgery on
1/31/23.
Chelsie Adams fell last week and
sustained two fractures in her right
shoulder.She will see an orthopedic on
Monday to determine if surgery is needed.
Gene McCarty had a procedure last
Monday to replace the batteries in his
deep brain stimulator. He's recovering.
Lillian Overstreet (mother of Gail
Fowler) has been diagnosed with cancer.
She is awating test results.
Rachel Binkley's sons, Hulon and
Brandon are in need of prayer. Hulon
needs to have surgery and Brandon has
Covid 19.
Lisa Watkins is experiencing a
fibromyalgia flareup and is in grea pain.

Continue to Pray for those with
ongoing concerns/ needs:
Mickael Moore (breathing concerns)
Gene McCarty (Parkinson's)
Brenda Quizy Sears (Surgery/ tragedy)
Janice Ingram (Parkinson's)
Jim Ware (lung transplant)
Johnny Knight (cancer)
Betty File (various health issues)
Crystal Jacobs (tramatic injuries)
Robin Lowry (autoimmmune disorder)
Rose Crayton (shoulder surgery)
Johnny Knight (liver cancer)
Terry Lynn (autoimmune disorder)
James Cothran (broken kneecap)
Leola Robert (seizures)
Darien Agee (pulmonary hypertension)
Mae Watson (Alzheimer's)
Charles Brown (falls/memory)
Carolyn Balzen (surgery/grieving)
Lisa Watkins (pain)
Will Watkins (A-fib)
Butch Balzen (knee surgery)
Butch Reichle (skincancer)
Shujaa Crayton (Sarcoidosis/heart)
John Blankenship (health/decisons)

Missionary Efforts:
Josh & Divine Austin (Phoenix, AZ)
Ititi & Mary Nimending (Mbanga,Cameroon)
Cameroon Preaching School & Students
Cameroon Prison Ministry
Wotutu Orphanage & Preaching School

Contact us to set up a Bible
Study, or find answers to Bible
questions: 972.335.2118
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